




GRADUATION CREDIT INFORMATION FOR 2023-2024

Course Graduation
Requirements

Recommended College Prep
Course of Study

English* 4 credits 4 credits
Social Studies** 3 credits 3-4 credits
Mathematics 3 credits 3-4 credits
Science 3 credits 3-4 credits
World Languages 2 credits 2-3 credits, same language through L 2I
Health 0.5 credit 0.5 credit
Physical Education 1.5 credits 1.5 credits
Visual, Performing & Practical Arts *** 2 credits 2-3 credits
Electives**** 6 credits 6-7 credits
Week Without Walls *****
TOTAL 25 credits**** 26-28 credits****

* Students must take one core English course per year. Electives within the English Department cannot be
substituted for core courses.

** U.S. History is required for all students enrolled as U.S. citizens. (This requirement may be waived for IB
Diploma students).

*** The student is required to complete two credits in the arts; ONE credit MUST be from the Visual or
Performing Arts and the other may be from the Practical Arts.

**** Any course taken



STUDENT SELECTION OF COURSES

1. Informational meetings are offered to students to explain scheduling and course selections.

2. Based on student interest and teacher recommendation (or approval for language courses), as shown
by your current teacher’s electronic signature and/or IB Coordinator. Counselors will assist students
in making appropriate choices on the online Course Registration Form.

3. Students will take the completed Course Registration Verification Form home for parent review and
signature.  All forms need to be returned by the established registration deadline.

4. If a Course Registration Form is incomplete or not returned, counselors will do their best to complete
a schedule for the student. By not completing and submitting their Course Registration Form in a
timely manner, students’ requests will not be utilized when building the master schedule. Students
may not receive any top course selections, as their course requests will be processed after all others.

5. Changes in classes must be made by the first day of the last week of school, or within the first five (5)
school days of each semester. Further information can be found in the High School Handbook.

6. Students are encouraged to take time commitments outside of class time (i.e. Model UN, Student
Council, sports, drama) into account as they select their courses.

7. Prerequisites which accompany some courses are intended to aid in course selection. Prerequisites
are indicative of the background needed to properly understand the concepts and their applications as
presented in the course. Where prerequisites are not met, the course may be selected only with the
written permission of the appropriate department head, and counselor. Final approval is at the
Principal’s discretion.

8. Practical Arts Strand: A student must complete two art credits to meet graduation requirements. At
least one of these credits must be in the Performing or Visual Arts. However, a student may earn one
of the two required art credits by successfully completing one Practical Art course. All of these
courses include a creative performance standard involving a design process and a final
product/artifact. The following courses (course offerings may change year to year) are included in the
Practical Arts Strand:

● Yearbook ● Design and Engineering ● IB Design Technology

● Robotics ● Creative Writing ● Disruptive Innovation and Technology

9. Week Without Walls: Week Without Walls (WWW) courses are an integral part of the high school
curriculum and all high school students are required to complete a WWW option each year that the
school is able to offer the program. Students are able to choose from a wide range of options that
take place in Cairo, in Egypt, or outside of Egypt. Students who earn a pass in their WWW course will
receive 0.25 elective credit. WWW PS/FL grades appear on the first semester report card and the
transcript, and will not be included in the calculation of the Go
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SPECIAL SERVICES AND COURSES

The courses listed below are not designed to be appropriate for every student at CAC. They represent a
variety of options for students who have more unusual or unique circumstances and are designed to allow
a student to create a more individualized schedule and route towards graduation. In addition, CAC offers
Learning Support services for students with identified learning needs that may require individualized
programming and additional support within the CAC programs.

Learning Support Class

Description: This class is not an elective. It is designed for selected students in grades 9-10 who have an
identified and documented learning need that impacts their learning. Placement recommendations are
reviewed and approved by the High School Support Services Team each semester.

Prerequisites: High School Student Support Team (HSST) approval is required
Credit: 0.5 per semester
Length of course: Determined on case-by-case basis depending on learning plan
Note: Students identified as needing learning support services may be recommended to

take this course in place of an elective class. Learning Support is a pass/fail
course.
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Students receive credit for the course; however, a P/F (pass/fail) appears on the transcript. Please note
that some virtual courses follow a slightly different calendar than CAC and, thus, students must be
prepared to potentially continue with their virtual school work during school vacations. All costs of virtual
high school courses are the responsibility of the student. For information about current and future IB
online course offerings, please consult the Pamoja website: www.pamojaeducation.com.

Students taking virtual IB courses with Pamoja will sit for the external exams at CAC.

Prerequisites: Consultation with counselor and administrative approval
Credit: 0.5 credit per semester
Length of Course: 1 semester (1st or 2nd semester or both)

Credit Recovery

Credit Recovery courses are required when a student fails a semester in a required course, or has not
attained the full 25 credits required for graduation. In such cases, the student is required to select and
register for an approved course through an external, accredited institution. This course must be
completed in addition to the student’s full schedule, so most of the work will need to transpire during the
summer and winter holidays. The required credit(s) and the date by which the course(s) need to be
completed will be outlined by the student’s counselor. Most credit recovery courses need to be
successfully completed by the first day of the following school year. The institution, course name and
credit attained would be added to the CAC transcript. As with any courses completed outside of CAC, the
grade will not be included on the CAC transcript.

Transfer Student

If a student is transferring from another school into Cairo American College during the high school years,
prerequisites are used as a guideline for appropriate placement into courses. Counselors will work with
transfer students on an individual basis. Up to eight credits from a former school can be transferred to the
CAC transcript per year, but grades do not transfer to the CAC transcript nor are they calculated into the
overall grade point average.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM

Enrollment in the IB Diploma Programme at CAC is available to all students as long as the prerequisites
have been met for individual courses. However, recommendations for enrollment in the IB Diploma or
individual IB courses are made by the teachers, counselors, and IB Coordinator based upon previous
academic performance.  Specific course selections are made during the Spring Semester of Grade 10.

Students who elect to undertake the IB Diploma with its expectations within and beyond the classroom
have chosen the most rigorous academic challenge available at CAC. Although the IB Diploma is
designed to be accessible to all learners, it is a two-year comprehensive program that calls for a high
degree of commitment. At CAC, we want all students to participate in our vibrant campus culture, but in
order to do so, full IB Diploma students must judiciously select their extracurricular activities. The
homework, major assessments, and Diploma requirements will absorb many hours of any given week,
and students must come into the IB Programme with an awareness of the workload.

Students may elect to participate in the IB program in one of two ways, either by Diploma or individual
course (formerly called “Certificates”). IB courses are two years in length. If there is limited space in an
IB class, priority will be given to Diploma candidates. Every student in any IB class will undertake all IB
requirements in order to keep the IB course label and, for Higher Level courses, the weight. All students
taking two years of an IB course are required to complete all IB requirements and register with the IB for
the subject(s), including sitting external May examinations.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA

In the two-year Diploma Program students will study six subjects, three at Higher Level and three at
Standard Level. Generally the subjects chosen at Higher Level will reflect the student's areas of greatest
passion and academic strength. Standard Level subjects complement the Higher Level choices, but do
not generally require the same degree of specialized knowledge and understanding. SL courses are,
however, still very academically rigorous. Students and parents should note that once the IB Diploma
candidate receives their initial IB schedule, any change thereafter in the level or subject must be managed
carefully so as not to jeopardize meeting the requirements of the IB Diploma Program. If a student
requests alterations to an IB schedule, this can be done only in limited cases, under specific
circumstances and timelines, and with approval from the IB Coordinator and HS Principal.

MOCK EXAMS

Students enrolled in IB
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closely. Students choosing this option should feel confident in their ability to read, write, speak, and
analyze literature in the target language and in their ability to work independently to set and meet goals,
complete the assessments, and meet deadlines; they will also need to sit a placement test to determine
eligibilty..

All SSST students within one language must follow the same syllabus of texts. SSST Language A will
appear as a pass/fail class on each IB Diploma candidate’s CAC transcript where achieving a pass is
conditional on students regularly meeting with the IB Coordinator and making progress toward completion
of the course.  For additional questions, please consult the IB Coordinator.

The school will only be able to provide limited support for SSST language:Parents need to pay for an
individual tutor for help progressing through syllabus requirements.

IB Courses Offered

The list below gives the subjects frequently offered. This list is not definitive. The school reserves the
right to add or delete courses according to student demand and staff availability. See the previous page to
understand how to build an IB Diploma Program.

GROUP 1: Studies in Language and Literature (Language A)
● English (HL), English (SL), Self Taught Language A (SL), Arabic (HL), Arabic (SL)

GROUP 2: Language Acquisition (Language B)
● Arabic B (HL), Arabic B (SL), French B (HL), French B (SL), Spanish B (HL), Spanish B (SL),

GROUP 2: Language Ab Initio
● Arabic Ab Initio (SL), French Ab Initio (SL), Spanish Ab Initio (SL)

GROUP 3:Individuals & Societies
Economics (HL), Economics (SL), History (HL), History (SL), Global Politics (HL), Global Politics (SL)

GROUP 4: Experimental Sciences
● Biology (HL), Biology (SL), Chemistry (HL), Chemistry (SL), Physics (HL), Physics (SL), Design Technology

(HL),Design Technology (SL)

GROUP 5: Mathematics
● Math Analysis and Approaches (SL), Math Analysis and Approaches (HL), Math Applications and

Interpretations (SL)

GROUP 6 - The Arts
● Theater (HL), Theater (SL), Visual Arts (HL), Visual Arts (SL)

Note: a student may select a second option from Group 1, 2, 3 or 4 instead of a Group 6 course

IB Diploma Core

The IB Diploma has three “Core” components—the Extended Essay (EE), CAS (Creativity, Activity,
Service) and the Theory of Knowledge course. The TOK course is not restricted for enrolment to only full
Diploma
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ENGLISH 9

Description: This language arts course is designed to provide all students with a foundation of skills and
approaches that will aid in their successful completion of the high school English program.

Units of study are thematically designed, and include a variety of genres: poetry, drama, short story,
non-fiction, and the novel. Grammar, vocabulary, and literary terminology is integrated in the curriculum,
and regularly practiced.

Writing is taught with a strong emphasis on diction, sentence structure, and paragraphing. Students are
introduced
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poetry, short story and creative nonfiction anthologies featuring diverse
perspectives and voices.

Should I take IB HL or SL Literature?

Those wishing to take IB English Literature A at the Higher Level course must have a strong grade of at
least 90% at the end of grade 10 and are confident, independent readers and writers. The HL course is
very demanding and as such, students are strongly advised to abide by the recommendation of their
current 10th grade English teacher who will determine potential candidates’ suitability for the course
based on current class performance.

Both the SL and HL IB courses in English Literature focus on three broad components:

● the relationships between readers, writers and texts
● the range and functions of texts across geographical space and historical time
● aspects of intertextuality.

Students will focus exclusively on literary texts, adopting a variety of approaches to textual criticism.
Students explore the nature of literature, the aesthetic function of literary language and textuality, and the
relationship between literature and the world.

SL students are required to study 9 works, while HL students are required to study 13. The texts
constitute a mixture of forms, coming from various cultures, differing time periods with some in translation.

Apart from the end of second-year exams for Paper 1 and 2, both SL and HL students prepare a taped
internal oral assessment in which they present how two different extracts from different works treat a
similar area of concern; the IB labels this similar area of concern, a shared aoao f
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commentary on a poem and discussion of the other literature studied. Students should expect reading
assignments over holidays and breaks (including summer and winter breaks). As part of the course, each
student has to finalize the Written Assignment from the first year of the program for external assessment.
The second semester will concentrate on the study of four works from a specific genre, which will be
chosen by the teacher. The final IB exams, in May, will include a written commentary on an unseen
passage or poem and an essay using the second semester





● Language development may include a silent period during which learning takes place.
● Language proficiency includes both social and academic language skills.
● While students may require seven to ten years to become proficient in English, they exit the ELL

program when they are able to continue learning English independently.
● Literacy in the first language facilitates the development of literacy in the second language.
● Reading widely in any language improves all aspects of language proficiency.
● Language proficiency continues to develop after students exit the ELL program.
● Students can learn more than one language simultaneously.

INTERMEDIATE ELL (9/10)

Description: Intermediate ELL students already have a fundamental knowledge of



Prerequisites: Intermediate ELL or placement based on testing and/or ELL teacher
approval.

Credit: 1.0 credit per year or 0.5 per semester.
Length of Course: One or two years, determined by individual progress, ELL teacher’s decision and/or

in consultation with the student’s subject area teachers. Students exit ELL after
Grade 10.

Texts: Choice of materials depends on the needs of the students.
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MATHEMATICS

PHILOSOPHY

CAC PK-12 Mathematics Philosophy Statement
Cairo American College celebrates the beauty of mathematics, inspiring students to make sense of the
fascinating elements of content knowledge, while promoting perseverance and intellectual risk taking.
Learners construct deep mathematical understanding through exploration of meaningful, complex
problems - both independently and in collaboration with others. Using a variety of resources and
strategies, learners build new understanding by expanding and refining previous learning experiences.

We believe that:

● developmentally appropriate mathematics is accessible to all learners.

● learners develop mathematical understanding by exploring strategies, questioning, explaining,
and reflecting.
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Students will learn about the foundational laws of exponents. Students will use previous
knowledge to build basic exponential growth functions. Students will explore and work with
exponenti





sciences, natural sciences, statistics, business, econom



Prerequisites: SL Analysis and Approaches (AA) Year 1
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Recommendations: Students must have a graphing calculator (TI-84 calculator is preferred).

IB ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES HL I (AA HL 1)

Course Description:  This course is designed for students that are both passionate about mathematics
and possess a high level of mathematical aptitude. This is a very demanding course and students need to
be ready for the challenge. For those students who undertake this challenge, it is very rewarding.
Students are exposed to a broad range of high level mathematical concepts and procedures, giving them
an excellent foundation to pursue complex fields of study at university. These programs may include:
engineering, theoretical physics, economic modeling, and mathematics. The course covers mathematics
across five general topics:

● Numbers and Algebra (including complex numbers),
● Functions,
● Geometry and Trigonometry (including vectors),
● Statistics and Probability, and
● Calculus.

There is a stronger emphasis on calculus and a lighter emphasis on statistics within this course.

Prerequisites: Sustained grade of 90% (A-) or higher in Integrated Mathematics 3 and current
teacher recommendation. Principal approval.

Length of Course: 1 year
Recommendations: Students must have a graphing calculator (TI-84 calculator is preferred).
Note: Students and parents may not request a Course Override for HL Mathematics. If a

student wishes to enroll in HL Math but does not meet the above prerequisites, a
direct appeal must be made to the HS administration for consideration.

IB ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES HL II (AA HL 2)

Course Description:  This course is designed for students that are both passionate about mathematics
and possess a high level of mathematical aptitude. This is a very demanding course and students need to
be ready for the challenge. For those students who
o
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PERFORMING ARTS

PHILOSOPHY

The Performing Arts offer students opportunities to expand and develop their artistic and creative skills.
Each discipline within the arts provides its own unique approach to self-expression, communication,
intrinsic worth, and emotional exploration through individual and collaborative approaches.

Performing Arts promote personal and social development and enable a lifelong journey of expression,
enjoyment, and cultural enrichment.  The Arts offer a deeper meaning to every student’s well being.
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MUSIC

SYMPHONIC BAND

Description: This course is a performance-based course for high intermediate and advanced musicians in
9th through 12th grades who have at least two years of experience on a band instrument. Students with
less than two years of experience must have permission from the band director. The course is

ct h



instrument, music reading and sight-singing skills, exploration of a broad variety of choral music, working
together as a group, and performance skills.

Members purchase their own uniforms, which they may either keep or sell upon exiting the class. The
Concert Choir represents CAC in concerts, assemblies, and festivals throughout the Maadi/Cairo
community.

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year (may be repeated for credit)
Note: Concert Choir is designed as a year course; however, under exceptional

circumstances, students are permitted to enroll for one semester only for 0.5 credit.

THEATER

THEATER DESIGN and PRODUCTION (Formerly STAGECRAFT)

Description:  This course is open for 9th through 12th grade students. The focus of the course is on the
t



Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 ye



Production proposal: Students at SL and HL choose a published play text they have not
previously studied and formulate a vision for the design and theoretical staging of the entire play
text for an audience. This results in a production proposal, which communicates the student’s
vision for the feasible staging of the play text for a live audience using a combination of words and
images.

Prerequisites: A high school theater class, prior coursework or experience in theater is desirable
(but not required) and teacher approval for HL

Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year

FILM AND VIDEO

Description: As humans we respond to moving images. Because of this, learning their impact on us and
how to use them to express ideas is a necessary skill. Especially in todays’ highly visual world. Most of us
are walking around with cameras in our pockets. This course uses that tool to explore ways of telling
stories and finding meaning in this collaborative art form.

This course is for 9th through 12th grade students who would like to learn about storytelling through
film/video. It will be a combination of film analysis and film production with just a bit of film history to
provide perspective. The class will start by exploring how to express meaning through film/video,
eventually leading to the creation of a short film to tell a story.

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year (may be repeated for credit)
Requirements: A video recording device and a laptop able to run the latest version of Adobe

Premiere Pro
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● actively participate in enjoyable PE lessons

PE 9

Description: Students will participate in a variety of activities including: personal fitness, individual and
team sports, outdoor pursuits, and aquatics. The course is designed to promote individualized fitness
awareness and growth of the total individual. The development and improvement of physical fitness and
motor skills is an expected outcome of this class. Active physical participation and a high level of positive
effort are expected. Swimming is an integral part of the program for ALL students. Please note that the
swimming unit takes place in the first semester during November.  

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year

PE 10

Description: Students are enrolled in this course for one semester. Students will participate in a variety of
activities including: team sports, community water safety (CWS), fitness and strength training, racquet
sports and leadership development. Students will be trained in C.P.R. (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation)
and Automated External Defibrillation (AED). The development and improvement of motor skills,
leadership skills, and physical fitness is an expected outcome of this course. Active physical participation
and a high level of positive effort are expected. The CWS pool classes and CPR/First Aid classes will
take place from December to the end of January.

Prerequisites: PE 9
Credit: 0.5 credit
Length of Course: 1 semester (1St or 2nd semester)

HEALTH 10

Description: This course addresses topics related to a healthy lifestyle and the development of positive
self-esteem. Modern Health classes
des
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This course will provide a unique opportunity to explore personal adaptation to training through a focus on
strength and conditioning. Progress will be tracked through a personal fitness plan demonstrating student
adaptation and growth throughout. Students will try a healthy selection of activities that will include, TRX,
Cross-fit, Circuits, Boxercise, and other non-weight bearing activities. The aspirations of students in this
course will be realized through their own personal pathway of health and training. Active physical
participation is mandatory for this course.

Prerequisites: PE 9 and PE 10
Credit: 0.5 credit per semester
Length of Course: 1 semester (1st or/and 2nd semester and may be repeated for credit)
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SCIENCE

PHILOSOPHY

We believe that science is a way of maki





Prerequisites: Integrated Physical Science 9, Integrated Life Science 10, and/or teacher
recommendation.

Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year

BIOLOGY IB HL I

Description: This course is recommended for highly motivated students who have demont gateddighDcheene cndmvtegen v cvtesf engr Bcrence course
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CHEMISTRY IB SL I

Description: This course is recommended for students who have an interest in c



CHEMISTRY IB HL II
 
Description: This course is a continuation of Chemistry IB HL I and is open for 12th grade students. Topics
will include a quantitative approach to acids/bases and electrochemistry, as well as an in-depth study of
organic chemistry and spectroscopy, and one optional topic.
n





optimism, humility, self-confidence and skepticism. Please Note: This course may not be considered a
lab-science by some universities. Check with your counselor for more information.

Prerequisites: Integrated Physical Science 9 and Integrated Life Science 10
Credit: 0.5 Credit
Length of Course: 1 semester
Recommendations: A sincere interest in science is required along with a curiosity in how we know what

we know about the universe.

Conceptual Physics (New course)

Description: This is a semester physical science course that is open to 11th and 12th grade students.
Students in this course will explore Newton's Laws of Motion, momentum & collisions, rotational
motion, electricity and magnetism, and waves through projects, and problem-solving. Students will
develop a deep, conceptual understanding of physics as they explore how physics relates to the real
world. The focus of this course is to gain a practical, hands-on application of these
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with the CAC educational mission. To that end, the course focuses on the following units during the
academic year:

● Human Rights
● Culture
● History
● Development
● Peace, Conflict, and Violence
● Sustainability and the Environment

By the end of Grade 9, it is our goal for students to be more active, aware, and engaged global citizens
with global competences.

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year

MODERN WORLD HISTORY

Description: This course will encourage students to become critically aware of historical developments
and to consider the impact of changing political ideologies in the modern era. When possible, students
will be taught a comparative perspective in which they examine political, social, and economic issues over
time and across cultures. Though much of the course follows the chronological development of the
Western World, emphasis
hno/ e velo nilest



● Manifest Destiny and the Market Revolution (1800-1848)
● Civil War and Reconstruction (1848-1876)
● Industrial Revolution and Western Migration (1865-1898)
● Early 20th Century (1900-1945)
● The Cold War (1945-1989)
● Conservatism, Terrorism and the Modern Era (1989-present)

Prerequisites: Completion of a 10th grade social studies course, or administrative approval  
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Note:  American passport holders must take a U.S. History course to meet CAC

graduation requirements; however, this requirement will be waived for those
registered for the full IB Diploma.  If the student should withdraw from the full IB
Diploma program, then the student must fulfill the U.S. history requirement.

GLOBAL POLITICS IB SL I

Description: This is the first year of a two-year program to study Global Politics at the SL level. It is open
for 11th grade students who are IB diploma and certificate candidates, and serves as preparation for
students who will take the ndp LObal
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HISTORY IB SL I: TOPICS IN WORLD HISTORY

Description:  This is the first year of a two-year program to study History, and it is open for 11th grade
students who are IB diploma and certificate candidates. This class will serve as



● Decline of Empires and Rise of Nationalism (The Ottoman Empire 1800-1923)
● Wars and Change in the Middle East (1914-1945)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of a 10th grade social studies course
Credit: 1.0 credit



ECONOMICS IB SL II

Description: This course is the second year in a two-year program designed to prepare 12th grade
students to sit for the IB SL Economics exam in May.  The IB units covered in Year 2 are as follows:

● Completion of Macroeconomics
● The Global Economy; including International and Developmental Economics
● Completion and submission of the Internal Assessment (IA) portfolio

The content of the course furthers critical thinking skills through the understanding, application, and
analysis of fundamental economic concepts. Students also learn to apply basic quantitative and
mathematical skills to the discipline of economics, test economic propositions empirically, improve
decision-making skills, and apply economic logic to a wide variety of real world and hypothetical
situations.

Prerequisites: Economics IB SL I
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year

ECONOMICS IB HL I

Description: This course is the first year in a comprehensive two-year program designed to prepare 11th

grade students to sit for the IB HL Economics exam at the end of their senior year. The IB units covered in
Year 1 are as follows:

● Fundamentals of Economics
● Microeconomics; including Theory of the Firm
● Macroeconomics

The content of the course develops critical thinking skills through the understanding, application and
analysis of fundamental economic concepts. Students also learn to apply quantitative and mathematical
skills to the discipline of economics, test economic propositions empirically, improve decision-making
skills, and apply economic logic to a wide variety of real world and hypothetical situations.

Prerequisites: Finish IM 3 with a grade of B or higher, and/or teacher recommendation
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year

ECONOMICS IB HL II

Description: This course is the second year in a comprehensive two-year program designed to prepare
12th grade students to sit for the IB HL Economics exams. The IB units covered in Year 2 are as follows:

● Completion of Macroeconomics
● The Global Economy; including International and Developmental Economics
● Completion and submission of the Internal Assessment (IA) portfolio

The content of the course develops critical thinking skills through the understanding, application and
analysis of fundamental economic concepts. Students also learn to apply quantitative and mathematical
skills to the discipline of economics, test economic propositions empirically, improve decision-making
skills, and apply economic logic to a wide variety of real world and hypothetical situations.
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Prerequisites: Economics IB HL I
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Description: The Introduction to Business and Entrepreneurship (IBE) course is open for 11th and 12th

grade students. It examines the increasingly interdependent world applying the practices and processes
of business activity to real-life situations, culminating in a full-scale entrepreneurial investment simulation
at the end of the year. The syllabus is presented in an order and manner that students are then enabled to
participate in the simulation. The units covered in the IBE course include:

● Foundations of Business and Entrepreneurship
● Marketing
● Operations and Accounting
● Human Resources and Leadership

Ultimately, the goal of the class is to help students develop an understanding of the way businesses
behave and why business decisions are made, and to promote knowledge and appreciation of the
working world.

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
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TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

DESIGN AND ENGINEERING 1 & 2 (Formerly Design Technology 1 & 2)

Description: The world needs innovative, courageous and empathetic designers to tackle the global
problems of our modern age, this course will set you on a path towards becoming one of those
change-makers. Engineering and Design is a sequence of courses in high school that introduce students
to the fundamentals of designing with a focus on developing skills and aptitudes that are highly desirable
in current and future workplaces. It is an engaging, hands-on course built around the concepts of Design
Thinking and embracing the use of tools and technology to develop solutions to solve real-world
problems. Through the courses, students will learn how to use tools, machines, software and hardware to
design solutions for clients. Innovative designers and engineers challenge assumptions, redefine
problems and create solutions which can be prototyped and tested. Through this course, students will
develop future-oriented skills such as problem-framing and solving; empathy, creativity and imagination;
collaboration and communication, and critical / flexible thinking.

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 Year
Recommendations: Strongly recommended for all students interested in pursuing careers involving

electronics, systems and control, computer science, product design, materials and
engineering disciplines.

Note: This course is highly recommended for students interested in taking IB Design
Technology SL and HL. This course is included in the Practical Arts Strand.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY IB SL I or HL I

Description: This course is the first year of the IB Standard Level and Higher Level programs for IB
students who are enrolled in 11th grade. This cross-curricular course is designed to explore the
interactions of design, science, technology and the needs of people and society. It interfaces between the
knowledge base of the sciences and the creative flair of the arts. Topics covered include: design process,
product innovation, invention, green design, materials, product development, ergonomics, product design
and product evaluation. A major component is the active involvement of the students in designing and
problem-solving. In this course, the students design real-world applications and products.

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Recommendations: It is for students interested in pursuing a career in the field of design, architecture,

engineering, business, science or applied science and technology. It is also ideally
suited for art, business and science students.

Note: This course satisfies the IB Group 4 requirements for the IB Diploma.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY IB SL II

Description: This course will be the second year of the IB Standard Level required for 12th grade students
preparing for the IB examination. It interfaces well between the knowledge base of the sciences and the
creative flair of the arts. Topics covered include: design projects involving the collection of raw materials,
the creation of a student-led major final product, designing with clean technologies, ergonomics, and a
study of computer aided design (CAD) and manufacture (CAM). A major component is the active
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VISUAL ARTS

PHILOSOPHY

The Visual Arts give all people of the world the opportunity to pursue and find meaning in their lives,
intellectually and emotionally, through artistic forms of expression.  Each discipline within the visual arts
provides its own unique approaches to thinking, problem solving, creativity, habits of mind and enables
alternative forms of communication.

The Visual Arts connect generations and cultures. They provide a deeper knowledge of self and
relationship to community, enhancing an aesthetic awareness of our environment.

The Visual Arts are an essential part of every student’s education, being at the core of life’s journey. They
enrich personal and social existence, furnishing lifelong avenues of self-expression, enjoyment, emotional
exploration, cultural sensitivity and vocation.
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STUDIO ART 1

Description:  This course, open for students in 9th through 12th grades, is a



Prerequisites: Minimum of one year of high school art courses (either Digital Arts 1 and 2 or
Studio Art 1 and 2) and teacher recommendation.

Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Note: Most art supplies are provided but students are asked to purchase a sketchbook, 4

GB (minimum) memory stick or flash drive, Digital Camera - a "Point and Shoot"
style camera with manual capabilities is acceptable or a DSLR (camera with
removable lens) is highly recommended, Memory card for camera and on occasion
some materials/tools will need to be purchased for individual studio works when the
school is not able to source the materials needed. Students may also need to pay
for professional color printing. This course is offered in tandem with other classes;
students are expected to be able to work independently and be available to meet
with the teacher outside of class time when needed.

AP DRAWING

Description: The AP Drawing course is intended for highly motivated students who are seriously
interested in the study of art and design. The course is intended to prepare artists for college level
thinking in the artistic process. It is recommended for AP students to have previous training in art or to
demonstrate competence via portfolio submission. The course is designed as an intensive one year
program with emphasis on contemporary and traditional drawing processes, concepts, and materials.
Projects are designed to introduce and fuse content, skill and principles of design and composition, and a
variety of media will be explored from digital photography to mixed media, design, and more. Students will
be expected to think critically to solve visual problems in innovative ways. Two Portfolios are required to
be submitted: 1. Selected Works (Five physical works or high-quality printed reproductions of physical
works that each demonstrate synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas using drawing skills), and 2.
Sustained Investigation (15 digital images of works of art and process documentation that demonstrate
sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision). The course may run concurrently
as a joint IB program/AP program and has a limited student capacity due studio space.This course may
be offered on alternating years based on demand.

Prerequisites: Minimum of one year of high school art courses (either Digital Arts 1 and 2 or
Studio Art 1 and 2) and teacher recommendation.

Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Note: Most art supplies are provided but students are asked to purchase a sketchbook,

some materials/tools will need to be purchased for individual studio works when the
school is not able to source the materials needed. Students may also need to pay
for professional color printing. This course is offered in tandem with other classes;
students are expected to be able to work independently and be available to meet
with the teacher outside of class time when needed.

AP 3D ART and DESIGN

Description: The AP 3D Art and Design course is intended for highly motivated students who are seriously
interested in the study of art and design, architecture, product design and more. The course is intended to
prepare artists for college level thinking in the artistic process. It is recommended for AP students to have
previous training in art or to demonstrate competence via portfolio submission. The course is designed as
an intensive one year program with emphasis on contemporary and traditional drawing processes,
concepts, and materials. Projects are designed to introduce and fuse content, skill and principles of
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participants while paying close attention to aesthetic qualities, enabling students to continue to



Prerequisites: Minimum of one year of high school art courses (either Digital Arts 1 and 2 or Studio
Art 1 and 2) and teacher recom



WORLD LANGUAGES

PHILOSOPHY

World Languag





School Supported Self-Taught (SSST) Language A: Literature SL gives students whose first language
is not English or Arabic the opportunity to study their mother tongue.

SSST Language A SL courses are for students who are:
● native or near native speakers wishing to study literature in that language
● bilingual students (in reading and writing)
● IB Diploma candidates choosing this course as an alternative to a Language B

Note:
Enrollment is pending a placement exam administered by the CAC World Languages Department. The
teacher will make confirmation of appropriate placement within the first three weeks of the course.

Enrollment in all language courses is pending an interview with the IB Coordinator to discuss the
qualifications and demands of the course. See the section on the International Baccalaureate Program at
CAC for further details.
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ARABIC

Enrollment in all Arabic









communicative competence and performance and comprehension of highly complex authentic
documents.

Prerequisites: Arabic 4 or the equivalent, and teacher approval
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Texts: May include: the IB topics with authentic materials. (Al-feel Ya Malek Ez-Zaman) a

play, and a novel (Returning to Haifa) by Ghassan Kanafani.

Recommendations: In order to succeed in this course, students must have a strong desire to take
responsibility for extra readings and independent preparatory work during summer
and winter vacations.  Arabic keyboarding is essential for th



items which are commonly used as supplementary materials and are coordinated
with the adopted course objectives.

ARABIC 10

Description: This course, open to 10th grade students, is an advanced Arabic language, literature and
civilizatio



Texts: May include: Materials from literary selections: short s



appropriate oral and written forms of the language in a variety of styles and situations; to demonstrate an
ability to structure ideas and persuasive arguments, both orally and in writing, and to support them with
relevant examples; to demonstrate an ability to engage in close and critical examination of a range of
texts; to demonstrate an ability to assimilate and exploit spoken and written material in different genres,
media, s





FRENCH

Enrollment in all French courses is contingent upon a placement procedure administered by the CAC
World Languages Department. After placement, the teacher will make confirmation of appropriate
placement within the first three weeks of the course.

FRENCH 1

Description: This course is open to 9th through 12th grade students who have had little if any exposure to
formal French instruction. The focus of this beginning course is on communication with equal emphasis
on the four basic language skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students will learn the
language within the context of contemporary francophone culture, in France as well as other
French-speaking countries.

To meet the students’ varying learning styles and maximize their language proficiency, teachers will use
many different techniques adapted to a young population: acting out of every-day situations,
conversations, imaginative dialogues, competitions and games, as well as more traditional methods such
as practice exercises, composition writing, and grammatical analysis. In addition, students will be exposed
to and use a vast array of audio-visual materials to support their learning.

Prerequisites: None
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Text: Bien dit! French 1, DeMado, Champeny, M. Ponterio, R, Ponterio, Holt, Rinehart &

Winston, 2008, French Scholastic Magazine’s Allons-y!, and authentic documents.
Recommendations: In order to succeed in this course, students must have an interest in learning how

to speak and write in another language and be prepared to speak French in class
from day 1.

FRENCH 2

Description: This course is open to 9th through 12th grade students who have successfully passed French
1 or who have been placed in French 2 based upon the results of the placement procedure. The course
continues the proficiency-oriented approach which focuses upon
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language and other areas of knowledge and their understanding of the relationship between
French/francophone culture and the culture(s) with which they are more familiar. (Cf. Language ab initio
guide, p.9)

In Year II, students will review and strengthen the skills and knowledge acquired in Year I and prepare
intensively for the externally moderated IB Exam by building their vocabulary and
performing numerous oral and written practice activities.

Prerequisites: French IB Ab Initio I, and teacher approval
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Texts: Bien dit! French 2, DeMado, Champeny, M. Ponterio, R, Ponterio, Holt, Rinehart &

Winston, 2008, French Scholastic Magazine’s Bonjour!, and authentic documents
and IB theme-oriented texts.

Recommendations: Students must have a strong desire to learn how to communicate accurately and
effectively in French and be willing to take on additional readings and independent
preparatory work.

FRENCH IB B SL I

Description: In this intermediate level course, designed for 11
r nr

n





SPANISH

Enrollment in all Spanish courses is contingent upon a placement procedure administered by the CAC
World Languages Department. After placement, the teacher will make confirmation of appropriate
pl







language and other areas of knowledge and their understanding of the relationship between
Spanish/Hispanic culture and the culture(s) with which they are more familiar. (Cf. Language ab initio
guide, p.9)

In Year II, students will review and strengthen the skills and knowledge acquired in Year I and prepare
intensively for the externally moderated IB Exam by building their vocabulary and performing numerous
oral and written practice activities.

Prerequisites: Spanish IB Ab Initio I, and teacher approval
Credit: 1.0 credit
Length of Course: 1 year
Texts: Diverso 1. IIB Theme oriented work units, teacher produced documents, Spanish

Scholastic magazines and selected readers.
Recommendations: Students must have a strong desire to learn how to communicate accurately and

effectively in Spanish and be willing to take on additional readings and independent
preparatory work.

SPANISH IB B SL I

Description: In this intermediate level course, designed for 11th grade students who have successfully
completed at least three years in Spanish, the use of the acquired structures is intensified and the
creative process of the language is developed. Students will learn to carry out a variety of high frequency
communicative tasks ranging from basic communication to more complex functions such as telling a
story,
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and Latin American Literature) McDougal Littell, articles from newspapers and
magazines in Spanish; online documents and relevant websites; teacher-generated
documents.

Recommendations: In order to succeed in this course, students must have a strong desire to take
responsibility for extra readings and independent preparatory work.

SPANISH IB B HL I

Description: An advanced Spanish language, literature and civilization course designed for students who
have successfully completed three or four years, or more, in Spanish.

R


